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PATSA's vital services and supports could simply not happen without the

donors, grants and sponsors that help to provide the funding we need to

provide them. 

In 2023 your support meant:

A total of 51 trainings.

A total of 54 families at TS Family Camp -- 48% received FULL scholarships!

A total of 120 registrants for our free Tic Connection events (unfortunately,

rain affected attendance.)

A total of 40 disability advocacy meetings attended.

Continuation of two full-time consultant positions which is an additional

1040 program service hours.

New volunteer project to light it up teal for Tourette in May.

We continue to look for more ways to impact the TS Community through

outreach, training and events that promote awareness and acceptance. 

Helping YOU is our greatest mission!
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2023 DONOR IMPACT:



Contact us by Phone

 1-800-990-3300

717-337-1134

Website

www.patsainc.org

info@patsainc.org

 

STAFF
 Executive Director:

Sherrie Myers Wivell

sherrie@patsainc.org

 

Director of Operations:

Sara Woolf

saraw@patsainc.org

 

Western PA Consultant

Brandi Cooper

brandi@patsainc.org

 

Eastern PA Consultant

Nicole Wesner

nicole@patsainc.org 

MISSION:

To promote awareness and

acceptance, provide education,

and assist families, schools and

communities while advocating for

individuals with TS.

 

Disclaimer: 
This newsletter is published two times

per year. Opinions expressed in this

publication reflect the views of its

editor and contributors. They are not

necessarily the views of the PA

Tourette Syndrome Alliance (PATSA). 

Volunteer Opportunities:
Volunteers are needed in a variety of positions! To start the process, complete a

volunteer application online or request the application by contacting Sara Woolf.

Committee Member — Join one of our active committees. Committees meet by zoom

and have agendas and minutes to help you keep up with the activities. Our Public

Relations, Fundraising, Legislative and Camp/ Retreat committees are all recruiting. 

TS Family Camp and Retreat — A variety of volunteer positions are needed at Camp and

Retreat, some of which receive free camp or retreat registration and a stipend. 

Tic Connection Leaders - spearhead local meet up groups in your area. There is a need in

our community to meet other families affected by TS in a relaxed setting. To get these

started we need volunteers willing to step up and, along with help from PATSA, take the

lead on organizing and scheduling a group in their area.

Community Speakers Program - This amazing new program will be announced soon!

We plan to recruit volunteers and provide them with a video and talking points to share

info on TS and our services to your local community organizations!

P A T S A  N E W S

None of our services could happen without our donors, grant funders

and corporate sponsors! During 2023 a total of $112,635 was provided to

ensure we could continue all of our services and the following events:

Virtual Retreat    *   TS Awareness at the Capital

17th Annual TS Family Camp     *    Tic Connections at the Zoo

 

Did you know that the State Budget starts in July, but funding is often

delayed for MONTHS! As this is written, we still do not have a signed

grant agreement with the PA Department of Health to obtain the

$159,000 assigned to Tourette Syndrome in the state budget. 

This makes grants and donations even more important in providing

services. We will be able to recoup the funds when we are able to bill

the state, but that does not help PATSA while we wait.  

YOUR DONATIONS HELP US CONTINUE OUR 

VITAL TOURETTE SERVICES. MAKE YOUR

DONATION AT WWW.PATSAINC.ORG TODAY!  

Donors and Corporate Sponsors Invest

in PATSA's SERVICES!

WE ALSO TAKE VENMO! 



INTERVIEW WITH VOLUNTEER:  JEFF MASON

 Jeff is our Legislative Committee Chair and helps plan our Day at the

Capital yearly. He lives in western PA.   

P A T S A  N E W S

 1) What inspired you to volunteer for PATSA?  I started with PATSA as an everyday family getting help

after being diagnosed in the 90’s by Dr. Lawrence Brown at CHOP in Philadelphia who referred my

family and I to PATSA as he was heavily involved at the time so we could get the valuable resources and

guidance to get through the school aged years like many of our families do now with PATSA. In 2016, I 

had cut back on my work hours while also serving with Lions Clubs International (which deals with the blind and visually impaired

children and adults in our communities) and I found myself with some extra free time. I threw my name into the ring for the Board of

Directors election and discovered PATSA needed a Legislative Committee Chair. This is what I studied in school and had previous

work experience, so I stepped to the plate very quickly on that front as well. Now I can happily say I am just finishing up my 8th year of

serving the individuals/families in every nook and cranny of the Commonwealth. 

2) What is your favorite PATSA activity or event?  My obvious answer is PATSA’s “Day at the Capitol” not because I plan the day but

because it’s rewarding bringing new families to Harrisburg’s Capitol Building (If you haven’t gone inside it is a site to behold). I get to

show them the advocacy side of fighting for their children while also seeing the very children share their experiences with a wide

array of things that come with Tourette’s, It’s empowering for the children to talk about learning abilities or being bullied/harrassed to

finally being able to live life because of the help PATSA has given them in the classroom and home. 

My other favorite event is the all new Fall/Winter Tic Connections that serve families that may not be able to travel across the

commonwealth for big activities to get together with other families and just be themselves while learning from each other.  

3) What do you find rewarding about volunteering for PATSA?  Seeing struggling families with nowhere else to go breathe a sigh of

relief when they first find PATSA and learn we are there for them every step of the way. Many families say PATSA is the only dedicated

lifeline in the Commonwealth for Tourette’s Syndrome. Just seeing one more family get the help they need to navigate the rough seas

with our helping hand advocating in schools for their children is beyond enough for me. I love nothing more than seeing a child be

comfortable with who they are and in their environment with a feeling of purpose is like liquid gold. No child should ever have to

endure the stereotypes and discipline many of us in the Tourette’s community face because of a lack of knowledge/understanding by

onlookers. This is the reason PATSA exists. 

IN THE TRENCHES WITH PATSA CONSULTANTS
Recently, we helped a family feel safe enrolling their daughter

in public school. Their adorable daughter was set to enter

Kindergarten in August and the parent reached out to the

school in June to share information and request a meeting

before school started. She wanted to make sure that the school

would be a safe place for her daughter--so that she wouldn't be

disciplined for tics or be misunderstood for some of her other

actions.

The school's polite answer during a phone meeting? "She's not

our student until the first day of school. So we will meet with

you then."

Umm--what? That's not how it's done for other students!

Imagine if the child was in a wheelchair or had seizures and the

family wanted to make sure that everything was set up for their

child within the school. They would have had more than one

meeting to prepare!

With PATSA's intervention--we not only met with key members

of the school team prior to the first day, but we also got a 504

accommodation plan set up AND a full school evaluation

started! Since then we have had not just one, but three

meetings with the school. These meetings have been positive

and productive. The parent is happy with the communication

she has developed with the school and everyone is becoming

part of a team in support of her daughter!

Even with all that progress, there is still more to do to help this

one student. The school has not yet scheduled our FREE

training for their staff, although we have been able to train ther

classroom peers. We continue to request these services and

know that they will also make a difference for her and for her

classmates. Happily, the child is adjusting, supported and

successful in Kindergarten so far--and they all have PATSA on

their side to assist!



Light it up Teal

ADVOCATE FOR TOURETTE SYNDROME

in Harrisburg on Tuesday, April 30, 2023

Volunteers are needed to share their stories with local

legislators during our advocacy day. This annual activity is

vital and helps the legislators understand why funding for

TS is so important to YOU! Learn more and register at: 

https://bit.ly/DAC24

 SPRING EVENTS!

Day at the Capital

Tuesday, May , 2024 

Our PR Committee and other volunteers are seeking

buildings, bridges and other places to Light up Teal for TS

Awareness Month!  More information available by email

and at this link: 

https://patsainc.org/events/awareness-activities/

See our webpage for

more information. 

Runners, 

Sponsors, and

Fundraising Teams

are needed!

Go here: https://bit.ly/3ShqoHd

https://www.trailblz.info/patourettealliance/eventcomplete.aspx?eventid=31
https://www.trailblz.info/patourettealliance/eventcomplete.aspx?eventid=31


The PA Tourette Syndrome Alliance continues to seek
new ways to support families, schools and communities.
This mission requires funding and new connections with
businesses and organizations. Here are some ways other
people have helped. Let us know if you can help connect
us to businesses and organizations that are within your

social network! 
Bring your leads to sherrie@patsainc.org. 

 FINDING 
CONNECTIONS:

Who do you
know? 

Alex van Ruler received a doubled
donation from his employer to

support our Pumpkin Run! Thank
you to Johnson & Johnson and Alex

for his support! 
 

Dave Kiefer nominated PATSA for
support through his employer, FedEx
Ground. This will provide $2,500 for

TS Family Camp!
 

TS Family Camp 2024 

Who can you
connect us to? 

Patty John, Jamie Roach &
Mark Weishner were able to
double their donations with

their employer Baird through
the Baird Foundation! 

 

Our 18th Annual TS Family Camp Weekend is scheduled for June 7-9, 2024 

Held at Black Rock Retreat in

Quarryville, PA -- they offer almost

everything we need in one large space, 

Their Marantha Lodge includes a large

meeting room, break-out rooms, gym,

dining room and 60 private, hotel-like

rooms so each family can have their

own space! 

If you have never attended, put this

amazing event on your calendar! 

Scholarships are available if cost is an

issue for your family. 

“Watching my child meet new friends and

feel like she is not alone has been such a

beautiful gift. I am so sad we haven't come to

camp sooner.” 

“For the first time, we were able to attend events and

discussions without worry about our kids -- they were

understood and accepted and helped when struggling

-- what a feeling of relief and acceptance!”

“My son came home with a whole new
confidence level that I have never seen

before! It is truly amazing!”

https://patsainc.org/events/ts-family-camp/

https://www.trailblz.info/patourettealliance/eventcomplete.aspx?eventid=31
https://www.trailblz.info/patourettealliance/eventcomplete.aspx?eventid=31


Teal Advocate $5,001-$10,000
Robert & Joan Dircks Foundation

Leader $1,001-$5,000
Pfizer Community Foundation  
The Huston Foundation
Baird Foundation 
Dr Robert Howland
Ken Beck
Jeff Schwartz 

Steward $501-$1,000
McSherrystown Moose Lodge 720 
Dario Salvucci
Chris & Vanessa Tomlinson
West Manheim Township Lions Club
Wawa

Patrons $101 -$500

David & Mary Lance * Patty John * John Geyer * Nancy &

Jeffrey Dore * Jeffrey Mason * Home Association of

McSherrystown * David Kiefer * Jamie Roach * Red Lion Elks

Lodge #1592 * Ed Koontz * Elizabeth Mertz * Steve & Jeri

Ritchey * Loyal Order of Moose Windber Lodge #349 *

Chester & Reva Utz * Mitchell & Nathalie Anolik * Lesley Geyer

* Nancy Harrington * John Schlitter * Carl & Karen Overturf *

John McLoughlin * B.p.o.e. Berwick Elks # 1138 * Robert

Eisenberg for BFE Consulting Group, LLC * George & Gail

Counihan * John Ficke * Robert E & Virginia Heideck * Peter &

Dolores Horvat * Angie Lepera * Christine Loveland * Michael

Lowe * David & Vickie Luehm * Woodrow & Susan Lutz *

James Reaver * John & Carol Taylor * Lois Thomer Patrice

Bator * Laura Salvucci * Joseph D Pingitore 

OUR GENEROUS DONORS 

Patrons under $100

Dawn DeQuevedo * Rebecca Campbell * Beverly Schechtman * Nicole Geisel * Karen Spies * Ade Conway * Barbara

Ruschak * Dorothy Bollinger * Sherry Cathcart * Edwin W Clemens * Michael & Melanie Cole * Donald & Ceclia Felice *

Brandt & Julie Groh * David & Margaret McHenry * Cindy & William McKinley * Constance Syner * Eugene R & Adeline

Tompkins * M. Sandra Wood * Gary E & Melanie B Yudell * Sherrie Wivell *  Community Aid, Inc * Rob DeWald * Coleen

Douglas * Cheryl Walker * Susan Edgcumbe * Jessica Andzulis * Jennifer Boyer * Julie Bramlitt * Karen & Allan Galbraith *

Carl Levin * Joseph & Mary Ellen Martin * Lydia & Dolores Savage * William & Carol Stiefel * Lisa Worman * Brian & Lori

Keefer * Lindsay Bauer * Lori Harvey * Nolin Hurley * Joseph L & Lynne A Beck * Tracy Cechak * Jennifer Fiorenza * Sharon

Rubbo * Jonathan Taylor * Jacqueline Forlino * Stefanie Morgan * Dieter Glass * Benjamin Mahala * Andrea Worman *

Lorraine S Worman * Benjamin Mahala jr * Michael A Scully * Marguerite B Callahan * Deanna Falchetta * Ashely Silva *

Alma Pesiri * Tama Berman

PATSA thanks all of our donors! 

We can only serve people, because of YOU!

Jack Chambers by Nancy Chambers, Christine
Loveland, Jean Sumser, & Larry & Lynda Taylor 

Richard Kramer by Nathalie Anolik

William H. Mendis by Kristen Harvey

DONATIONS IN MEMORY
Marilyn Tocci by Dennis Curtin, Patricia Homitz,
Steven Kniley, Jack & Elizabeth Lewis, Chad
McMillen, McMillen Urick Tocci Jones, Dorothy
Palmieri TRT, & Eleanor Thomson 

Col. Guinn Unger by James Reaver, Kevin Reaver
& Mitch Reaver

Morton Wolpert by Rachel Ezekiel-Fishbein

If we have missed your donation on p, 5, 6, or 7 for Aug 1, 2023- Jan 31, 2024

please let us know. We want to acknowledge ALL donors.



Melissa Anne by Jamie McGee

Eoin Connor by Becky Anne, Michelle Baum Stehman,
Michelle Connor, Janet Klinger, Dorothy Perez, & Lori
Renne

My Family by  Scott Lederman

Rachel Ezekiel-Fishbein by  Margalete Ezekiel, Aaron           
Ezekiel, Rachel Ezekiel-Fishbein, Tamar Granor, Kelly             
Green, Bridget John, Julie Liedman, Emily Lowe, Liz                 
McKenzie, Naomi  Reses, Martin Schmid, Sally              
Silverman, & Kenny Winneg

Ashleigh Gilbert Gehret by Catherine Alice, Gail Eberly
Dengler, Lauren Erdman, Justina Marie, Michele
Rentschler, & Ben Robitzer

John Hegarty by Kathleen Daley, John Hegarty, Mike
Hegarty, Monica Hess, Ginny Ivanoff, David McCauslin, &
Lorna Wood

Steven Hill by Thomas Walter

Becka Malanios by Jason Denlinger, Dani Elizabeth,
Emily Elizabeth, Larry Fecho, Brian Fichthorn, Richard
Geedey, Jodi Greene, Sarah Jane, Andrea Keck, Mallory
Kercher, Maureen Klahr, Erin Kulp, Cathy Miller, Josa
Romain, Pat Runkle, Christopher Sperat, & Corey Wrage

Nate Murray by Darren Dauberger

Autumn Wagner Nunemaker by Hazel Ruff

Alexander Rubbo by  Sharon Rubbo

Karen Czernik Simpson by Maureen McNamara & Ed
Miles

Lexus Ujobai by  John & Lisa Ujobai

Alie & Jaap van Ruler by  Alexander van Ruler

Matthew Worman by Lisa Worman

 SPONSORS 
&

FUNDRAISERS

Together 
$6,323

 was raised!

DONATIONS IN HONOR
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Return address: 

PA Tourette Syndrome Alliance, Inc

18 High St. #68

Hanover, PA 17331

President 
Jay Geyer   
Department of Navy

Washington, D.C.

Interim Vice-President
Lesley Geyer
Occupational Therapist

Luzerne County

Secretary
Lindsay Bauer
Mental Health Professional

Lehigh County

Treasurer
Patty John
VP/Financial Advisor

Allegheny County

Members:
Dr. Natalie Baner
Physician

Philadelphia

Kristen Bishop
Family Manager

Lancaster County

Dawn De Quevedo
School Counselor

Lackawanna County

Stephanie Dissen
Accounts Receivable

Allegheny County

PATSA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2024
Jordan Galing
Office Manager

Bucks County

Lori Harvey
Human Services Director

Washington County

Dave Kieffer
Attorney

Allegheny County

Tara Lerman
Journalist

Philadelphia

Jeffrey Mason
Ad Maintenance Tech

Allegheny County

Dr. Mollie Philip
Physician

Montgomery County

Dr. Marc Schmidt
Professor of Biology

Philadelphia 

Youth Representative
Callum De Quevedo
Student

Lackawanna County


